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My Focus Today 



Key Questions:



OECD (2016c), PISA 2015 Results (Volume I): Excellence and Equity in Education, PISA, 

OECD Publishing, Paris



viewed as “passive 

transmission” and “rote 

drilling” (Gu, Huang & Marton, 

2004). 

do not see repetition and 

understanding as separate as 

interlocking processes, 

complementary to but rather 

each other (Waktins & Biggs, 

2001)

construct a conceptual 

understanding of 

mathematical symbols 

and rules before they 

practice the rules (Li, 

2006). 

understand rather 

than to memorize. 

(Purdie, Hattie & 

Douglas, 1996) 
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Learning from 

Each Other!



● Math teaching and learning are strongly 

influenced by contextual and cultural factors.

● The Chinese and American approaches to math 

education are different, although there are 

similarities. Each has distinctive strengths and 

weaknesses.

● It is important to probe deeper into the 

perspectives and practices beneath the surface. 

Be open-minded to learn from each other. 
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